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FOREWORD.

By
B. Rama Liao, M. A., L. L. B., (Senior Translator to the Gorernment of
Madras and Chairman.of the Board of Studies in Kanarese,

University, of Madras.)

I write these few lines at the request of the author,
more with a view to give a brief history of the origin of
this dramatic piece than to introduce to the Kannada
reading public, my learned friend, already a familiar
figure in the field of Kannada Literature. This excel-
lent play is the outcome of a keen desire on the part of
the Kannada members of the Suguna Vilasa Sabha,
Madras, who wished to stage a short Kannada drama,
specially written for the occasion, on the “Kannada
Members’ Day ” during the annual Dasara celebrations
of the Sabha in 1917. Short as it was, the play attract-
ed wide attention and elicited favourable comment when
staged, and the author, at the request of some of us, has,
after considerable revision and amplification, brought it
out in book form. The Kanarese section of the Suguna
Vilasa Sabha will, it need hardly be doubted, take the
earliest opportunity to put the same on the boards, as a
public performance, and regale the Madras Kannada
public with a bit of what would remind them of their
own “Home, Sweet Home” in this land of their ‘exile’.

It is rather strange that, in spite of the fact that the
Kannada people have exhibited high histrionic talents»



i

the number of original dramas in Kannada possessing
real merit is very small. We have, of course, a large
number of translations, both from English and Sanskrit,
excellently executed by expert writers, but that is
another matter. The publication of the present drama,
therefore, cannot but be welcomed by all those interest-
ed in the development of Kannada dramatic literature.
I may, without fear of contradiction, assert that both
in point of language amd matter “Siimati Parinayam ”
is undoubtedly a production of a very high order, and
with this brief foreword, I commendthe book to the
kind patronage of the cultured Kannada public.

Madras,
July, 1918. B. RAMA RAO.



THE ARGUMENT.

ACT I —Indra, king of the gods, surrounded by his
courtiers and other invited guests, gives an entertain-
ment with music and dancing, with Janmatha as
Master of Ceremonies. In his ecstasy over the success
of the function, Indra presents Manmatha with a
garland of celestial flowers and bestows upon him high
honours. This greatly offends Narada, who reproaches
Indra for his conduct—degarding to himself and to the
distinguished audience—in showering such honours
upon a person of * questionable " character. Indra
humbly excuses himself, while Manmatha warmly justi-
fies [ndra’s conduct in honouring him. Narada is only
chagrined all the more, and the matcer ends in a serious
and acrimonious quarrel between himself and Manmatna
when Narada leaves the asserably praising Ambarisha,
to the disadvantage of Indra, and the entertainment so
auspiciously begun ends in unpleasantness and sorrow.

ACT Il —Parvata, a friend of Narada, who had
started a bit late to go to the entertainment. meets a
couple of nymphs on the way and learns from them all
that had occuried, and hastily goes in search of Narada
to hear all the particulars from his own mouth.

King Ambarisha of the solar race, who by
severe penance had obtained from Vishnu the mighty
Sudarsana Chakra which gave him immunity from ali
foes and dangers, is seen giving audience surrounded
by his courtiers, when the great Rishis, Narada and
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Parvata, call on him and compliment him upon his good
fortune and the prosperity ot his subjects. The king,
in thanking them, incidentally mentions that notwith-
standing all that happiness, his mind was not quite free
from anxiety as his daughter had grown up and he had
not yet been able to find a suitable husband for her in
spite of his best efforts. Just then a courier comes and
invites the king to attend the closing ceremonies of
Vara Lakshmi Vrata inaugurated by his daughter with
a view to obtain a worthy husband. The king invites
the two Rishis also to accompany him and they all
leave for the place.

ACT IIL.—In the pleasure garden of King Ambarisha
Manmatha is lying in wait making plans to avenge the
gross inself offered him by Narada, He sees in the
visit of the Kishi to Ambarisha, an opportunity to
entangle him in love affairs and therely bring disgrace
upon his high spiritual greatness.

In the pleasure garden attached 1o the inner
palace Princess Srimati, attended by her parents,
friends and maids is seen performing the V7ate with
due formalities. The two Rishis take a leisurely walk
in the pleasure garden and feeling enchanted by its
beauty become overtaken by an unaccountable and
hitherto unknown desire for pleasures of family life.
Immediately on reaching the place of worship they feel
quite charmed by the transcendental beauty of Srimati
and fall in love with her. On an opportunity occurring,
Narada asks the king for his daughter’s hand, and on
the king promising to give him a definite reply the next
day, leaves the place. This favourable opportunity
Parvata seizes to make the same proposal to the queen.
The royal couple is an a dilemma and is afraid of offend-
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ing either by giving a refusal. To avoid unpleasantness
the king fixes a day for his daughter’s Swayamvara and
invites both the suitors to be present on the occasion
and take their chance.

ACT IV.—Narada wishing to outbeat his opponent
by a stratagem goss straightway to Vaikuntha (the
abode of Lord Vishnu) and begs of the God to grant
him a boon, viz., that, at the time of the Swayamvara,
Parvata should appear like a monkey so that ke may win
the prize. The '_ord siniles at the weakness shown by
the Rishi, but of eourse, grants him his request. Soon
after, Parvata also calls on the Lord with the same
mission and tegs that he may be pleased to make Narada
look like a hear at the time. The Lord grants this
request as well, and poth the suitors go away, each
exulting at his good fortune and feeling a malicious
pleasure at the discomfiture that awaited his opponent.

ACT V.—The appointed day of the Swayamvara
arrives and both the suitors go to the marriage hall with
high expectations. The bride arrives accompanied by
her parents and attendants, and on being commanded
by her father proceeds to the spot with a garland in her
hand, but wonder of wonders! Instead of two human
beings, she only sees a bear and a monkey sitting on
the seats intended for her suitors, and terror-struck she
flies back with a scream to her tather. The king is
greatly puzzled and looks on helplessly, upon which the
two Rishis goad him with reproaches. Fearing unto-
ward consequences the king at last asks his daughter to
c¢hoose any one of the two, without minding who and
what they were. Srimathi, dutiful daughter as she is,
obeys. the command and offering a solemn prayer to the
Lord of the Universe, throws up the graland at random,
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resolved to accept the person on whom the garland
would fall as her husband. When lo! the Lord Vishnu
in the guise of a young man suddenly makes his appear-
ance and receiving the garland on his neck disappears
with the lovely princess. The two suitors, now enraged
beyond all bounds, suspect foul-play on the part of the
king, and Narada violently kicks the earth, when a
fierce-looking spirit (Maya Devata) suddenly arises
from the bowels of the earth and asks why she was
sent for. Narada asks the spirit to attack the king, upon
which, with a piercing yell, the Spirit advances to fall
upon the king. The king, strong in his faith in God,
bravely withstands the assault and forces her back by
the mighty power of his God-given Sudarsana Disc- The
Devata is scared by the flames issuing from the Disc
and in abiect terror runs back to Narada for protection.
The Rishis now realize the greatness of King Ambarisha
and teg for his pardon. Ambarisha then offers a heart-
felt prayer to the God Vishnu. whereupon the Lord again
makes his appearance with his newly-won bride. The
Rishis then understand the actual situation and reproach-
ing Vishnu with having tricked them, curse that he
should undergo sufferings on account of his wife no less
severe than those suffered by themselves. Vishnu
explains and justifies his conduct and with a smile tells
the Rishis that their curse to him is only a blessing in
disguise, and that he had already made up his mind to
incarnate himself on the earth in human form—as Sri
Ramachandra of the Solar race—with Srimati taking
birth as Sita, and making the abduction of- Sita an
excuse for the destruction of the Rakshasa race, re-esta-
blish Dharma in the land.

MANG ALAM.
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